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Of Eton athletics during my Head-Mastership
there is little I need say. We have mercifully escaped
in England the unhappy fate of some American
schools and universities by which the appointment
of an athletic coach has become an important
academic duty. Americans are in danger of putting
the prize before the game, and their love of profes-
sionalism has had its revenge in giving them a race
of professional politicians. In most English schools
the saner tradition prevails that while masters may
help, by precept, and if possible by example, it is no
part of their duty to control At Eton this was
carried to such a point that I believe Mr. Wells, the
great cricketer, had solemnly to be invited every day
to attend at the nets, and I tremble to think of what
would have happened had anyone called him " the
cricket master/'

I share with him the honour of being an honorary
member of the Eton Ramblers; when my name was
suggested it was reasonably objected that I had done
very little for Eton cricket. An ex-president of the
M.C.C. retorted that if I had done anything it would
either have been wrong, or at any rate been thought
to be wrong, and his logic proved irresistible. But I
did do one service to Eton cricket by singing the story
of its great match' in 1928: I reprint the lines partly
because they gave me the opportunity of paying a